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undernourished people, has more hunger victims
than Sub-Saharan Africa with 180 million. Following
a 1995 U.S. Census Bureau survey, roughly 35
million people in the U.S. experienced some level of
food insecurity during the 12 months prior to the
survey. All the previous facts reflect hunger in some
form. However, describing and reducing the
phenomenon of hunger (and famines) as the mere
absence of food would be oversmplifying. Amartya
Sen: “Hunger is best seen in terms of failure of
peopl€e’ s entitlements, that is their failure to establish
command over an adequate amount of food and
other necessities. A person may have little means of
commanding food if he or she has no job, no other
sources of income, no social security. The hunger
that will result can coexist with a plentiful supply of
food in the economy and the markets.” Professor
Sen analyzed situations in which large numbers of
people could starve in a period of relatively high
food resources. For example, in the 1974
Bangladeshi famine, flooding significantly raised
food prices, while jobs for agricultural workers
declined. Because of this, the real incomes of
agricultural workers declined so much that they
were disproportionately stricken by starvation.
Professor Sen became interested in the dynamics of
famine in part by his own experience during India’s
famine in 1943, when he was 9 years old.

As a key factor to prevent famines and hunger,
Professor Sen identifiesthe devel opment of necessary
freedom. “Development can be seen as a process of
expanding the real freedoms that people enjoy.
Focusing on human freedoms contrasts with narrower
views of development with the growth of gross
national product, or with the risein personal incomes,
or with industridization, or with technologica
advance, or with modernization. Growth of GNP or of
individual incomescan, of course, bevery important as
a means of expanding freedoms enjoyed by the
members of the society. But freedoms depend also on
other determinants such as social and economic
arrangements (for example facilitiesfor education and
health care) as well as political and civil rights (for
example, the liberty to participate in public discussion
and scrutiny). Similarly, industrialization or
technological progress or social modernization can
substantially contribute to expanding human freedom,
but freedom depends on other influences as well.

Sometimesthelack of substantivefreedomsrel ates

directly to economic poverty, which robs peopl e of the
freedom to satisfy hunger, or to achieve sufficient
nutrition, or to obtain remedies for treatable illnesses,
or the opportunity to be adequately clothed and
sheltered, or to enjoy clean water or sanitary facilities.
In other cases, freedom links closely to the lack of
public facilities and socia care such as the absence of
epidemiological programs, of organized arrangements
for health care or educational facilities, or of the
effectiveinstitutionsfor themaintenanceof local peace
and order. In still other cases, the violation of freedom
resultsdirectly from adenial of political and economic
life of the community. ” The subject of freedom as a
key factor to prevent hunger and famines is also the
subject of Professor Sen’s most recent book
“Development As Freedom.”

Amartya Sen was born in Shantiniketan in West
Bengd, Indiain 1933. Herecelved hisdoctorate from
the University of Cambridge, United Kingdomin 1959
and has been aprofessor in India, the UK andthe U.S.
In 1998 he received the Bank of Sweden Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobdl. In
1998 Professor Sen left his professorships in
economics and philosophy at Harvard University to
become Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, UK.

The following internet page contains an
interesting list of myths and redlities of hunger:
(http://rehydrate.org/html/fct.htm).
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