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Home Water Treatments 

If home water testing does reveal the presence of contaminants beyond recommended levels, various treatment options 
are available. Respondents were asked if they treat their home tap water for safety before drinking it. Most rural Nebras­
kans (59%) do not treat their home tap water before drinking it. Just under two in ten treat their home tap water using 
either a carbon filter or reverse osmosis. 

When the data for just those who get their drinking water from a private well are examined, most (54%) are not treating 
their tap water before drinking. However, private well owners are more likely to use both whole house sediment filters 
(13%) and reverse osmosis systems (26%) than all nonmetropolitan residents. 

A difference by household income was again found when examining the use of these treatment methods. Persons with 
higher household incomes are more likely than persons with lower incomes to use whole house sediment filters, carbon 
filters and reverse osmosis to treat their home tap water. 
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In summary, these findings indicate that many rural Nebraskans are testing their water. In fact, many who rely on pri­
vate well sources for their drinking water are testing - particularly for nitrates. However, there is certainly room for im­
provement. One potential barrier to both testing is cost. In fact, the finding that higher income households are more 
likely than lower income households to test their water supports this hypothesis. However, there are many free programs 
available for testing. For more information on water testing, check out this publication from Nebraska Extension. An 
overview of water treatment methods is included in this publication. 

https://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g907.pdf
https://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/ec703.pdf
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